Optical imaging of HPV infection in a murine model.
The development of animal models of HPV infection has given investigators a new set of tools to expand basic knowledge of the early events of infection in vivo. The use of HPV pseudovirions, in which the viral genome has been replaced with a reporter pseudogenome, in combination with advanced imaging techniques has facilitated and simplified studies using these models. Herein we provide details for a murine model of cervicovaginal HPV infection in conjunction with several methods for imaging and quantitating the transduced genes, both ex vivo and in vivo.